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appointment of ~ Military /.ttacht. 



THE CClIMITTr::- 

(6) Endorsed the remarks of the Chief of the 

J Imperial G .n«;ral it iff and instructed ihc. 

jf Secretary So dccp..tch .•: tck. nn accordingly. 
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3- THE DSRLIN SIT UATION 

'" Dcrlin_- quad riparti te Naval blockad e 

(Om j i 1 jiH f. ^ ,,.", ■■ ( S I )C.^_>i H.-Ll.l... HI i i 1) 

.T.P.(6l)l2fl (Fi nal) 

THE COMMITTEE hnu before then a report hy the Jcint 
Planning Staff cxr.ninin:: n letter from Her "r.i-.,jr..-,ty , 3 Embassy, 
Washington, a report of the Interdepartmental lock.-.dc Y/orking 
Group and a list of maritime actions, prepared by the Americans, 
which night be taken in repriocl against Soviet actions in Berlin 
and assessing the militcry feasibility of the proposed measures 
ond their practical ei'Tcctu. 

LORD MOUNTS ViulN or.id th.it the report by the Inter- 
departmental Dlocki.\dc Working Group outlined limited maritime 
control moasuros which ;r,i;;ht be put into effect at the ot.v.^c 
when limited land and air measures were .-.loo taking place. He 
felt that whereas Itun3 5(c), (b) and (d) of Part I mi^ht be 
carried out without lcadin;.. to global war, there was little doubt 
that this did not apply to thr other m<..;;3ur<.;;. 

GIR CASPAR JOHN recalled that in April ^95C, during a previous 
Lerlin crisis, a similar study had been carried out by the 1'oreign 
Office and similar concl-iuions to those in the report before the 
Committee had been reached. Even Items 5 (a), (b) and (d) would 
involve every country in the world and present Many lc^al 
problems; furthermore, the United Kingdom v/ould suffer great 
economic loos. 

He hnd always considered that the iutisians would find a 
limited war at sea attractive end they would undoubtedly welcome 
an opportunity to launch a major submarine attack a^ainet our 
ccaborne trade. A limited war under thcoc conditions could hardly 
be undertaken in more unfortun.-te ciroumctnnces jincc it would 
be impossible to attack Rur.qj-. n basesf »M»h «»nu fcht uniy -wr—to 
d>ni-^rffCCtTTT?l7-Tlth'rrTtn5ffl? r rifiT tWoTrr of tM n • nature j{ Since 
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there would be a greet risk of global war i v, would be nccc3c-ry 
to place NATO forcec on a war footing before undertaking any 
of these measures. 

It was clear that Ruecia was not a cuit.-.blc target i^ainct 
which maritime action could V.uocd effectively and that none of 
the measures would achieve t're aims for which they were dcci.'jncd. 

In discussion the following points were madc:- 

(a) It might be unwise to seek the advice of the 
major NATO Commanders since they might well seize 
the opportunity to pres3 their bid3 for increased 
naval and air forces. The last oentencc of 
paragraph 16(c) of the Annex to the report should 
therefore be deleted. 

(b) Although it was agreed that no detailed planning 
could be juotified at this otoge, even on a bacio 
of no commitment, it would be inappropriate to 
resist the progressing of the report by the Inter- 
departmental Ulockade Working Group since the 
United Kingdom would lay herself open to the 
inevitable charge of dragging her fcut. It would be 
better if the United Kingdom representative on the 
Working Oroup should attempt to steer future 
discussions towards the conclusions in the report by 
the Joint Planning Staff. 

THE COMMITTEE:- x 

(1) Approved the rcpOrt nr, amended at (a) .?bovo 

(2) Invited the Ministry of Defence to forr/ard the 
j report to the Foreign Office as t-o b-rsis ~' " 
| brief for use is at (b) above. 

3. U KNMR 373 

3IR TH0MA3 FIKE onid that in this telegram General Noratad 
made propoaale to the Ambassadorial Oroup on the circumstances in 
which fighters should be placed on air alert at the entrances •;' 
to the air corridors, and those in which filter escorts should 
be introduced. It also contained a .request from' General Norstad 
that ho be delegated the authority to implement the air tactical 
operations phase of JACK PINE II. In addition, it contained • 

General Norstad 1 8 proposals for the Rule3 of tnga: ement to be 
used by our fighter aircraft. There wbb only one point amongst ' ;' 
these proposals in respect of which H.M. Government had not already I; 
signified agreement; this was on the question of instructions to i 
pilots on opening fire. The Committee hod previously agreed*, 
and Ministers had endorsed, the principle that piloto ohould not 
be permitted to open fire until a Russian oi* D.7)..~. plane had 
fired first* Oonoral Norote.d, in paragraph 6, now proposed a 
modification to these Rules which would allow allied pilots to |. 
open fire in certain defined circumstances v/hich would not 
necessarily require hostile aircraft to firo first. Whilst he 
(Sir Thomas Pike) had at i irst folt reluctcjit to support ; 

General Norstad' a proposals, on reflection he felt that the f 

A C03(6l)!?8th Meeting, Minute 1D \ 
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Committee should recommend to Ministers that they chould a.Tec 
to them. He took this line not because he wished to avoid the 
continual accusation of foot-drac^in^, hut bccucc he believed 
that once matterH had come to the 3ta<?e describe^ in 
paragraphs 3(A) and (u) of General Uorstac'? telegram, wc 
could no longer reasonably expect our pilots to hold back if 
another of our aircraft were threatened. 

MR. TOMKINS (Foreign Office) said th.it it now appeared that 
there mif,ht be no interference with our air access heforc the 
Russians had signed c. peace treaty with the IL-.st Germans. 
General Horstad was therefore unlikely to need to invoke the 
authority he requested in the near future. Moreover, in the 
chanced circumstances that would follow the signing of a peace 
treaty, there would be little room to doubt the hostile intentions 
of any Soviet or D.D.R. fighter which adopted an cttacking 
position against our aircraft in the corridors. 

In discussion the following point wncr made:— 

(c) While the Committee felt similar hesitation 
to that expressed by the Chief of the Air 
Staff in accepting General Norstc/l's proposals, 
it was generally agreed that, in the circumstances 
defined, It v/as ri^ht to accede to his request. 

THE COMMITTEE:- 

(3) Agreed wfth the statement by the Chi^f of 

the Air Staff. 
\ 
(U) Took note that the Chief of the Defence Gtaff 

would seek the approval of the Minister of 

Defence accordingly. 

(5) Invited the Foreign Office to take note Of 
their views and oi the action bcin.j s taken at 
(U) above. 
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